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Introduction

This project is part of a long-term strategy for repairs and renovation to the church 
to help secure its future and to enhance the opportunities for people to use and 
enjoy the building as an important community facility for the village and the wider 
public.  It is also a part of the church’s commitment to preserve what is special 
about the building (its heritage interest) for present and future generations to enjoy.  
To inform the decisions that need to be made and to be able identify priorities, 
Worlledge Associates was commissioned to produce a heritage report outlining 
the history of development and defining the heritage significance the place holds, 
supplementing the recommendations in the Quinquennial review (2012)

The report follows accepted methodologies recommended by Historic England in 
its Good Practice Advice Notes, gathering evidence from documentary resources 
and on site analysis to understand the history of the place, its associations with 
important people and events and articulating how that history is exhibited in the 
building’s fabric, its siting and its context.
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Nicholas Worlledge holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Environmental Planning and a Postgraduate Diploma in Historic 
Building Conservation and is a member of the Royal Town Planning 
Institute and the Institute of Historic Building Conservation.  With over 
30 years experience working for a number of local planning authorities 
until recently, prior to moving into independent practice, he headed up 
the Heritage and Specialist Services Team at Oxford City Council.  

He has experience of working on a wide variety of casework, in 
historic towns, large urban areas, rural settlements and country 
estates. He has been involved in significant commercial, residential 
and University building projects in Oxford – Westgate, Oxford Castle, 
the Ashmolean Museum, University Science Area, Radcliffe Infirmary, 
Colleges and the award winning Oxford Brookes campus building as 
well as providing specialist advice on a number of Country Houses 
and estates – Crichel House, Dorset, Tottenham House, Wiltshire, 
Nevill Holt Hall, Leicestershire, Aynhoe Park, Oxfordshire, Hunsdon 
House, Hertfordshire, Great Tew Estate, Oxfordshire, Brinsop Court, 
Herefordshire and Bathurst Estate, Gloucestershire. He is currently 
a panel member on the Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Milton Keynes (BOBMK) Design Panel, which provides design, 
heritage and planning advice on emerging planning proposals in the 
region. 

His role with the City Council involved him in detailed discussion 
on specific schemes with leading local, national and international 
architects and advising on strategic projects including masterplans, 
Area Action Plans, Public Realm Strategies and Townscape Character 
Studies. His work, developing methodologies for assessing the 
character of and managing historic areas attracted funding from 
English Heritage and has been recognised with two RTPI Awards (in 
2011 and 2013) for improvements in the planning process.

Worlledge Associates
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The Manor of Buckland: A Brief History

Buckland is a parish and village within the administrative area of 
Vale of the White Horse District Council. It lies about 8 km east of 
Faringdon, 

The Parish consisted of four main manors: Buckland, Carswell, 
Barcote and Newton.  The Victoria County History of Berkshire 
gives the name of three other estates: the Manor of the Rectory 
– one of the endowments made to the Augustinian brethren of 
Edington; Sewells – held by the Fettiplace family; and Westhall 
which was included under Caswell (Wright 1966: 6).  The village, 
the entirety of which lies within the Manor of Buckland, is situated 
to the north of the main road from Faringdon to Abingdon on high 
ground that slopes down to the Thames. 

The name of the village - referred to variously as Boclande (10th 
century); Bocheland (11th century); Bochelanda (12th century) 
and Boclonde, Bokelande and Bikelande in the 13th century – 
indicates its origins in the early days of Saxon occupation.  Saxon 
England saw two types of landholding: folkland – held by folkright 
or common law; and book land – secured to its owner by a royal 
charter or ‘book.’  

The church and the manor, conjectural reconstruction
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The Anglo Saxon word for this type of tenure was bocland – an 
arbitrary spelling that altered from age to age as indicated in the 
village’s previous spelling noted above.  Book Land was exempt 
from taxes and could be disposed of as the owner saw fit. There 
are many other villages across the country that owe their name 
to this form of land tenure. There are Bucklands in Gloucester, 
Hertfordshire, Kent and Surrey while in Devon there is a Buckland 
Abbey, a Buckland in Moor, and a Buckland Denham in Somerset. 
Buckland Berkshire – the full title of the village  - is the smallest of 
the above named villages (Wright 1966: 9). 

The history of the Buckland is inextricably linked with that of the 
manor and its various owners.  Until the late 20th century nearly 
all the houses and land in Buckland were in single ownership and 
up to the Second World War, most people who lived in the village 
worked on the estate.  The earliest known written record is from 
AD 957 when the parish is mentioned in a Charter where King 
Eadwig granted the manor – the consisting of 10 hides – to Duke 
Aelfheath. The Charter reads:

“Eadwig, king of the English, to his dux Aelfheath. 10 mansae in the 
place called Boclande free of all but three common dues.”

Aelfheath in turn is believed to have granted the holding to 
Abingdon Abbey (Timmins 2014).  

Around 1042 Buckland was the seat of Ulvric Chenp and was later 
(c.1066) in the hand of Bishop Osbern.  However, at the time of the 
Domesday Survey (1086) it appears that the Bishop’s right to the 
estate - then assessed at 8 hides and containing a mill, 4 fisheries 
and a dairy farm producing 10 weys of cheese – had not yet 
decided and the lands were shortly recorded as belonging to the 
descendants of Hugh de Buckland who was Sheriff of Berkshire 
and several other counties. His grandson, William de Buckland 
seized the manor towards the end of the 12th century. When 
William died c1215, his lands fell to his first daughter Maud and her 
husband William.
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Upon Davranches death the estates passed to Hamo de 
Crevequer, married to William’s daughter and sole heir.

The manor remained with various relations of the de Crevenquer 
family until 1428 when it is mentioned in reference to Thomas 
Chaucer.  It is believed that the Crevenquers - or previous owners - 
granted the manor in free alms to the Prior and brethren of St. John 
of Jerusalem, with whom it continued through Chaucer’s time and 
until much later to the time of dissolution in the 15th century.  Upon 
Thomas’s death in 1434, the manor passed to his daughter Alice 
married to William Earl of Suffolk. From her it passed in succession 
to her son John Duke of Suffolk and her grandson Edmund Duke 
of Suffolk.  It was eventually forfeited in 1513 following Edmund’s 
execution and acquired by Henry VIII who granted it to Charles 
Brandon, created Duke of Suffolk in 1514.  In 1535 the Duke 
exchanged it for other property with the king.  A short time later 
in 1544 Henry VIII sold the manor at the significant cost of £1,408 
14s 7d to John Yate, who made his money in sheep farming (BBC 
Radio Oxford: John Simpson Interviews 1972).  It remained with 
the Yate family until the late 17th century (c1690) when it passed 
to the Throckmorton family through the marriage of Mary Yate and 
Robert Throckmorton.  It remained with the Throckmortons - who 
went to build on much of the estate - until 1910 when it was sold 
to Sir Maurice FitzGerald bart.. 

Buckland House
In 1774 Henry James Pye, Poet Laureate to George III (an 
appointment the king apparently later regretted), penned the only 
verse composed on Buckland. He wrote:  

See Buckland here her lovely scenes display, 
which rude erewhile in rich disorder lay

til Taste and Genius with corrective hand 
spread Culture’s nicest vesture o’er the land, 

and called each latent beauty to the fight; 
clothed the declining slopes with pendant wood,

and o’er the sedge grown meadows poured the floor
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Pye was alluding to Sir Robert Throckmorton’s Park and his 
Palladian seat - Buckland House.  The house, situated west of 
the village, is a large Grade II* listed building, begun in 1757 to 
the designs of John Wood (the younger) – famous for the royal 
crescent among other buildings in bath – to replace the old Manor 
House on a different site.  The old manor is now the stable block, 
as restored during C19th.  The last rooms were completed in 1770 
after the death of George Throckmorton for whom the house was 
intended.  The original building consisted of a large rectangular 
block, three stories high, with lower side wings, each terminating 
to an octagonal room, the whole being faced with stone. The final 
house, set within extensive grounds including a deer park and 
two lakes and considered a significant essay on Palladianism, 
was illustrated in the 1767 volume of Vitruvius Britannicus.  Two 
extensions were later added to this main block in 1910 during 
the tenancy of the Fitzgeralds to the design of the architect W. H. 
Romaine-Walker.  These extensions both projected sideways and 
to the rear, converting the area behind the house into a terrace. 
The front of the building has a central façade of four Corinthian 
columns surmounted by a pediment and resting on a rusticated 
lower storey.  The main roof is hipped and a band of carving is 
carried around the building just below the main cornice.  The newly 
extended building also included State Rooms, intended for Edward 
VII, who was a great friend of the family but who died by the time 
the rooms were finished - leading the historian Andrew Wright 
(1966:65) to conclude that the house is surrounded by a “certain 
element of thwarted intention.”  Indeed later owners were forced 
to move out due to the great expense of its upkeep and the house 
was eventually let to a college (University Hall Buckland) in the 
1960s. 

The old 16th century Manor House - a rectangular block of two 
storeys, which adjoins the parish churchyard to the north - was 
converted into stables during the Wood’s construction in the 18th 
century.  
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St Mary the Virgin Church

Until the construction of Buckland House in 1757-9, the 
church with the manor house immediately behind it would have 
provided the visual, social and religious focus to the village, 
registering the authority and control of the Estate’s owner.

With the arrival of the new neoclassical Buckland House, the 
extent of the Estate owner’s control has visibly increased, still 
occupying a prime location on the edge of the village, by the 
extent of manipulation of the surrounding ‘natural’ landscape to 
create the parkland setting. 

The present church dates from the early 12th century (the nave) 
with transepts, tower and chancel added in around 1240.  The 
church has a cruciform plan aligned, as is traditional, east-west, 
with the tower sitting between the nave and chancel, which are 
of roughly equal length, so that the tower marks the ‘centre’ of 
the building with the north and south transept leading off from 
the base of the tower. 
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The nave – which is unusually wide, has two opposing 
Norman doorways that survive from this period although some 
herringbone work in the west wall is thought to be of a pre-
Norman period.  The chancel transepts and central tower were 
rebuilt in the 13th century at the same time that the south porch 
was added.  The embattled parapet was added to the nave in 
the 15th century.  The roofs were all been replaced between 
the 15th and 17th centuries; the weathering of the earlier more 
steeply pitched roofs surviving still on the sides of the tower 
above the existing roofline.  The church was also remodelled in 
1880s when the north vestry and organ chambers were added.

The Chancel 
The Chancery has 9 windows, three in each transept and one 
in the nave. Its late 13th century east window with its double- 
chamfered jambs and pointed head and divided into five lights 
by plain mullions carried up to the head - is considered of 
particularly singular character. Keyser (1907:99) has argued that 
the lack of cross transom or ornamental tracery suggests that 
this was the work of a local mason.  He suggests that this may 
be a very early attempt to introduce large window openings in 
place of lancet windows which were characteristic of the first 60 
years of the 13th century and that either the more varied tracery 
pattern normally associated with the period had not been 
developed or was considered too costly for a country church. 

There are other windows in the first, second and fourth bays of 
the north wall - each with three lights. Below the second window 
is the modern door to the vestry.  There is a small opening in the 
organ chamber below the third window. In the south wall there 
are four windows uniform with those in the north. Perhaps the 
most ‘peculiar’ aspect of the chancery is the locker on the east 
wall said to contain the heart of William Hollcott (d.1575) 

The Tower
The 13th century tower, which contains a ring of 8 bells, rests 
on four triple chamfered arches inserted in 1890. 
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The restored responds each have an attached shaft on the inner 
face with modern foliage capitals.  Externally it is finished with 
an embattled parapet.  The bell chamber is lit by two lancet 
windows in each face.  The clock was made by E.J. Dent maker 
of Big Ben and was designed by E.B. Dennison, a barrister and 
amateur horologist. 

The Nave 
The nave – unusually wide for the period – is the earliest part of 
the church, the walls being of an early 12th century date.  Both 
its north and south doorways retain their Norman doorways.  
The doorways are exact counterparts of each other – a rare 
occurrence in Norman work.  There are two votive crosses on 
the jambs and some herringbone work on the west wall thought 
to be of pre-Norman period.  It is also believed that there are 
paintings concealed in the nave walls  - revealed when the walls 
were cleaned and coloured in 1891 though presently no trace of 
their existence is visible.

Three of the original Norman windows remain on the north 
side and two on the south side. All are relatively plain.  Those 
on the south wall were discovered under the lath and plaster 
in 1892 and were opened out and restored at the expense of 
a Mr William West.  The west window is of five lights, divided 
by the mullions, and of the same character and date as those 
in the chancel.  On the south side near the east end is a large 
four light window, semi-circular headed, with tracery of an early 
16th century date.  It is filled with modern stained glass although 
some remains of ancient glass are incorporated.  It is believed 
that there were arms of Sir Thomas Chaucer on it along with 
three other shields. Above the west tower arch is a small gallery 
leading from the turret on the south side of the nave to the belfry 
(Keyser 1907: 105).

The south porch, which is unusually large, was added in the 
13th century but rebuilt in the 19th century, with a modern outer 
arch and two light window in the west wall.  The south wall of 
the nave has a square sundial dated 1741, which is thought to 
have previously indicated the time of mass to communicants.
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North Transept
The 13th century north transept is, in the absence of stained 
glass, a much lighter space than the rest of the building. In its 
north wall is a window, contemporary with the construction of 
the rest of the transept, of 3 lights within a segmented pointed 
arch.  There is a trefoil-headed piscina in the east wall.  
The remains of earlier lancet windows may be seen on the 
west and north walls.  Two Helms, dating from the 16th century 
onward, were mounted high on the east wall. Both were part 
of the funerary achievement of unknown parishioners, but 
unfortunately were stolen around 20 years ago.  

The character of this part of the church owes much to 
the numerous memorial incorporated within it.  These are 
predominantly of the Yate family who bought the main manor 
in Buckland from Henry VIII. It is said that the Yates, staunch 
Roman Catholics, refused to give up their ideology to the 
whims of the state.  Sir John Yates frequently mentioned 
in the Berkshire recusancy lists in Elizabeth’s reign.  The 
Throckmortons who followed were also Catholics.  Both Yates 
and Throckmorton families turned this north transept into a 
family chapel.  A marble monument to Sir Edward Yates, the 1st 
baronet lies under the north window.  On a large black stone 
with brass set up against the north wall is a memorial to another 
member of the Yate family – John Yate (died 1578) – who 
acquired his lands from the crown.  This brass is said to be of 
special significance because it appears to show more portraiture 
than is usual for the period.  There is also a large tablet on the 
west wall with the arms of Yate (Rev. Wood 1983: 11). 

The South Transept 
Across the church in the south transept, also referred to as the 
Barcote aisle, “the church undergoes a complete change as one 
finds oneself in the midst of Victorian superfluity” (Rev. Wood: 
1983:11).  Here much of the work was sponsored by William 
West of Barcote, in memory of his wife.  West was a millionaire 
and director of the Great Western Railway who richly endowed 
the church.  In addition to financing much of the restoration 
work carried out in 1890, he also provided money for the vestry, 
new organ and the lectern.
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There is a three light segmental window in the south side, and 
a three light window on the east and west, all of the same 
character as those in the chancel. The richly carved pews and 
ornate windows are in accord with the Victorian surroundings 
making this a unique corner of the church.  The only ancient 
remains now consist of a piscina in the south wall and a slab, 
erected in 1560, commemorating various members of the 
Halcott family.   Its walls are decorated with Mosaic’s by Powells 
and dedicated by William West to his wife who died in 1888 .  

Advowson 
The Advowson of the church went with the manor. From 1066 
to around 1352 it was the privilege of the Lord of the Manor of 
Buckland to appoint the parish priest.  Buckland is unusual in so 
much as it was dominated by Roman Catholics for almost 400 
years.  Indeed until the sale of the manor in 1910 to Sir Maurice 
Fitzgerald, Buckland was arguably one of the few villages in 
England to have an unbroken line of Roman Catholic lords for 
nearly 400 years after the Reformation (Rev. Wood: 1983). 

A church is recorded in the Domesday Survey as part of Bishop 
Osbern’s estate in Buckland.  The advowson followed the 
descendants of this estate until the mid 14th century (c.1352).  
The Calendar of Patent Rolls (administrative records compiled 
in the English Chancery and comprised of a register of letter 
patents or grants issued by the crown) indicated that the patent 
in the early 14th century was held by Elenor Giffard who at the 
time had appointed John Nion as rector. C.1352 the presentee 
is recorded as John de Blewbury.  A short while after his 
presentation an order was issued for the arrest of John Nion’s 
son for apparently attempting to deliver a letter to Rome with the 
intention of subverting the presentation. 

    The firm of James Powell and Sons, also known as Whitefriars Glass, were English glassmakers, leadlighters and stained glass 
window manufacturers. As Whitefriars Glass, the company existed from the 17th century, but became well known as a result of the 19th 
century Gothic Revival and the demand for stained glass windows

1

1
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De Blewbury does not appear to have held for long in any case 
as in 1353 the king granted license to Thomas Bessels. In turn 
Bussels leased the advowson to William de Edington, Bishop of 
Winchester who held it until the dissolution, following which, in 
1542 Henry VIII granted it to the Bishop of Bristol. 

“In the 17th and early 18th centuries the strong Puritan 
elements in Berkshire drew many congregations away from the 
Anglican faith. According to the census of 1715, Buckland was 
among the dissenting churches and it is shown to have had a 
Presbyterian congregation numbering 150 – large for such a 
small village. The whole county has as many as 27 dissenting 
churches in 1715, but by 1772 there were only 9 and Buckland 
was not among them” (Rev Wood 1983: 16). 
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Map Regression

Christopher Saxton 1574

Rocque 1761
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Williiam Stanley 1811

Ordnance Survey 1876 (enlarged)
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Ordnance Survey 1876 
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Ordnance Survey 1899

Ordnance Survey 1912
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Ordnance Survey 1974

Setting

Buckland House in its parkland setting (Thomas photos 1978 ORO D220503a)
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Buckland House in its parkland setting (Thomas photos 1978 ORO D220503a)
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The church sits to the north of the village, just outside its built core of 
cottages and houses with Buckland House and parkland to the west and 
what was the stables and kitchen garden to the big house immediately to the 
north, all in the separate ownership.  To the east is a public footpath leading 
out the churchyard past a paddock, possibly historically glebe land, and 
then out to open fields, just above ‘Buckland Cottage’ now called the Dower 
House.

The churchyard is roughly triangular in shape, with the church sitting towards 
the north corner, and is mainly laid to grass with some mature trees along the 
boundaries, but just a few within the body of the space. The historic maps 
show that this was much as it has always been.

The village sits at the centre of the confluence of a number of routes that 
radiate outwards into the surrounding countryside, connecting with other 
settlement and giving access to the surrounding farmland.

The church appears diminutive when it is seen in the context of Buckland 
House, but it is otherwise one of the largest and tallest buildings in the 
village, and appears as the visual stop when seen up Church Lane from St 
George’s, it is also visible from the lane to the east where it is seen across the 
open paddock with the tower just rising above the tree canopies and foliage.  
Otherwise the church is reasonably discreet in its siting and not visible from 
the surrounding road or footpath network.
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Heritage Significance & Setting

The National Planning Policy Framework in Annex 2 
defines significance as: 

‘The value of a heritage asset to this and future 
generations because of its heritage interest. That interest 
may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. 
Significance derives not only from a heritage asset’s 
physical presence, but also from its setting.’

In relation to ‘setting’ Historic England explains in its 
Good Practice Advice Note 3 The Setting of Heritage 
Assets what this means:

Setting is not a heritage asset, nor a heritage 
designation, though land within a setting may itself be 
designated. Its importance lies in what it contributes 
to the significance of the heritage asset. This depends 
on a wide range of physical elements within, as well as 
perceptual and associational attributes pertaining to, the 
heritage asset’s surroundings.  (Good Practice Advice 
note 3, paragraph 9) 

Placing the building in its historical context and 
describing its characteristics and appearance is an 
important component of the evidence gathering exercise 
to inform understanding of the building’s archaeological, 
architectural, historic and artistic interest and its setting 
which can be summarised as follows:

Archaeological
The site has a long history and provides evidence of the 
growth of very typical nucleated English village;

•
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There is archaeological potential within the village for 
further information to be revealed that will explain the 
activities and traditions of past societies and relationship 
between the church, manor house and its occupants 
and the rest of the village and its residents;

The church has the potential to reveal further information 
about the earlier phases and the extent of the C19th 
modifications; 

There may be further documentary evidence available 
that would add information about the history of the 
church and the village.

Architectural
The design and survival of early periods helps to 
evidence key phases in church architecture and the 
move from the ‘Romanesque’ through to the three 
stages of gothic architecture between the 13th century 
through to the late C16th, as well as evidencing the 
gothic revival during the latter part of the 19th century;

The interior fittings, memorials and funerary monuments 
evidence architectural fashions and styles through the 
history of the church from the medieval period up to the 
beginning of the 20th century. 

Historical
It illustrates key periods in church building and 
expansion, which, associated with documentary 
evidence, also provides a story of the recusants fight 
against the Protestant persecution during a turbulent 
period in history; 

The Church’s plan form helps explain liturgical 
arrangements and conventions, the social hierarchy 
within the village, and the extent of the accommodation 
broadly reflects the village’s status and wealth;

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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The church in its churchyard setting with tombs, 
gravestones and memorial plaques records the history 
the people of the village and the patronage of important 
landowners;

It plays an historic role within the village; its setting next 
to the manor house (and as rebuilt as a Country Seat 
is a function of history) – a typical physical relationship 
for many rural settlements that illustrates the close 
relationships between landowners and church leaders;

By the church’s association with the Manor House and 
Estate owners it helps tell the story of the political and 
commercial ambitions of the Lord’s of the Manor, the 
fortunes won and lost as reflected in the periods of 
rebuilding, renovation, decoration and extension. 

Aesthetic
The church instils a sense of identity, a quintessential 
part of the fabric of rural life, albeit that aspects of its 
history and visual association is associated with privilege 
and power under the control of the Estate owner (which 
itself holds communal value);  

The site currently plays an important social role as well 
as spiritual role in the life of the village. This reinforces the 
historical and physical relationship between the church 
and the village; 

The interior fittings and features, along with the medieval 
surviving decoration hold aesthetic (and historic) interest 
in their own right but also in their relative juxtapositions 
within the church and the differences in style, materials 
and technology they exhibit;

It occupies a picturesque location, which is accessible 
by car and via the local footpath network and offers 
opportunities for people to appreciate its architecture, 
history and setting.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Contribution of setting to significance
In some views, from within the village and on its edges, 
the church tower is visible and marks the spiritual, 
cultural and social centre of the village;  

The views set against the treed backdrop, may include a 
village street as the foreground or an open paddock and 
have visual appeal resonating with our understanding 
and appreciation of the ‘typical’ English village;

The churchyard provides and open and green setting 
to linger and appreciate the building the area also 
provides the opportunity to look the other way, towards 
the village streets and gain with an aspect of its overall 
form and layout that helps understanding of the place’s 
development;

The churchyard and the surrounding footpaths allow 
views towards Buckland House and what was once its 
stables and kitchen garden.  The defensible boundaries 
associated with the old manor and Buckland House, that 
are clearly marked and visible, tell the story of seclusion 
and exclusion, the extent of power and control asserted 
by the landed gentry, an aspect of country life that can 
easily be forgotten in the romantic vision of rural life 
expounded by 19th and early 20th century reformers, 
architects and politicians.

•

•

•

•
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Historic Photographs

South elevation, 1900 (H.W.Taunt ORO HT7452)

South elevation,  2016
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The Manor House (Old Stables) 19th century (H.W.Taunt ORO HT12079)

Manor House and St Mary’s 1910 (Packer collection ORO D297451a)
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Tree lined avenue to the Manor House late 19th century (H.W.Taunt ORO  BB50383)
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North door, 1910 (Packer collection ORO D297410a)
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North door, 2016
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The Nave  1900 (H.W.Taunt  ORO  HT7453)
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The Nave, 2016
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South transept  1900 (H.W.Taunt  ORO HT7455)
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South transept, 2016
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External Photographs

Churchyard looking west

South elevation
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West elevation
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Nave and north transept
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Detail of Norman doorway
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Doorway in north churchyard wall leading to Manor
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Internal Photographs

Inscription panel to Sir Edward Yate’s marble tomb in north transept
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Chancel
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Memorial to Henry and Sarah Southby in nave
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South transept
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List description

Church of St. Mary  Grade: I   Date first listed: 21-Nov-1966

Church. GV I, Early C12 nave; Early English (c.1240) transepts, tower and chancel; church rebuilt 
c.1240 in Early English style with late C18 windows. Coursed limestone rubble, limestone ashlar 
walling; stone slate roofs, except lead to nave and chancel; limestone ashlar stack. Cruciform plan 
with central tower. 4-light east window with triple chamfered architrave and chamfered mullions 
running straight to top; corner buttresses; similar 3-light windows to 4-bay south wall of chancel; 
3 similar windows to north wall of chancel which has a single storey vestry of c.1880 adjoining a 
2-storey organ turret which has a 3-light window similar to the east window set over a moulded 
string course, and an octagonal chimney. The south transept has similar 3-light windows to each 
wall. The similar north transept has an east doorway with chamfered architrave, a sundial dated 
1707 and a datestone (1787) in the gable wall. The tower over the crossing has two Early English 
lancets to each wall. The north wall of the nave has a lean-to of c.1880, having two plain doorways 
with pointed arch and a 2-light window with pointed arches. The early C12 north doorway has a 
hood mould with saltire crosses and two orders of shafts with scalloped capitals. Two early C12 
lancets, similar taller south doorway has original studded door with broad crescent hinges. The 
C13 south porch rebuilt with statue of Virgin Mary in 1890. Stair turret at junction of nave with south 
transept has one Early English doorway with chamfered architrave and 3 small lancets. South wall 
of nave has one early C15 three-light window, with carved heads to hood mould terminals; also 
an early C12 lancet and a sundial dated 1741. Nave and tower have crenellated parapet. Gabled 
roofs, except lean-to roofs over late C19 vestry and addition to nave. Interior: Stained glass of east 
window by Henry Holiday (1919), other stained glass in chancel is late C19; 5 early C14 heraldic 
shields reset in wood frames beneath south windows. High altar and reredos by H.S. Rogers, 
1924. Piscina in south wall has alabaster carving depicting the Adoration of the Shepherds, part of 
a C17 Italian reredos (Pevsner); the piscina adjoins 3 stepped sedilia. Unusual triangular niche in 
north wall made for William Hollcot, a lay preacher who died in 1570 and requested in his will for his 
heart to be buried in this casket. Also in north wall is an early C14 tomb recess in Decorated style 
with ballflower ornament etc. In the north wall opposite is a fine late C13 tomb recess. Fine early 
C15 four-bay king-post roof with arch braces from corbels to tie beam; large foliate roof bosses 
and heraldic shields on cornice. Late C19 benches. All four triple chamfered arches in the crossing, 
with foliate capitals, were inserted in 1890. The walls of the south transept are decorated with 
brilliantly coloured mosaics, by Powell’s and dedicated by William West of Barcote Manor to his 
wife who died in 1888; stained glass, fine carved benches, mosaic floor and roof with star spangled 
decoration on a blue background were also part of the same scheme of decoration. North transept 
has a piscina and also the jambs of early C13 lancets with original coloured decoration in the



44

St Mary’s the Virgin
Buckland

Heritage Report
www.worlledgeassociates.com July 2016

west wall and north-west and north-east corners. Three C17 funeral helmets on east wall. 
Elaborate black and white marble tomb of Sir Edward Yate and his daughter d.1648 has a black 
marble inscription panel with a strapwork and garlanded border; white marble inscription with 
some detailing, the whole framed by a Corinthian aedicule with a segmental pediment broken by 
a heraldic crest. Memorial to Sir John Yate, d.1658, has black inscription tablet framed by black 
marble Ionic columns; between the white marble consoles is a garlanded predella and the memorial 
is surmounted by a scrolled broken pediment with heraldic crest, Brass to John Yate d.1578 and 
his wife. with heraldic shields in the 4 corners and their sons and daughters depicted below. On the 
floor is a C14 marble slab with the matrix of an elaborate cross and border inscription. C13-C14 
iron-bound chest. C17 two-bay roof has 3 collar trusses with butt purlins. Nave has mid C18 box 
pews, an early C14 octagonal font with quatrefoils and blind window tracery in alternate panels; 
Jacobean hexagonal pulpit with Ionic pilasters at angles and unusual rusticated arches carved 
in perspective; Jacobean balustrade to tower gallery has keyed arches and turned balusters; 
memorial to Elizabeth Perfect, d.1802 by Coade and Seely, features a weeping putto beside an urn. 
Graded I for medieval wall paintings and other fittings. (Buildings of England: Berkshire, pp.103-5; 
V.C.H.i Berkshire, pp.458-60: H.T. Morley, Monumental Brasses of Berkshire, 1924, p.61).



45

St Mary’s the Virgin
Buckland

Heritage Report
www.worlledgeassociates.com July 2016

References

Hamilton, N.E.S., ed. (1868). The National Gazetteer of Great Britain and Ireland. 
London: J.S. Virtue.

Keyser Charles E. 1907.  “An Architectural Account of the Churches of Buckland, 
Hinton, Waldrist and Longworth in in Rev. P.H. Ditchfield (ed) The Berks Bucks & 
Oxon Archaeological Journal Vol. 12. No 4 pp 97- 107

Niven W 1901. “Notes and Queries Relating to Berks, Bucks and Oxon: Buckland 
Church” in Rev. P.H. Ditchfield (ed) The Berks Bucks & Oxon Archaeological Journal 
Vol. II

Page, W.H.; Ditchfield, P.H., eds. (1924). A History of the County of Berkshire, 
Volume 4. Victoria County History. pp. 453–460.

Pevsner, Nikolaus (1966). Berkshire. The Buildings of England. Harmondsworth: 
Penguin Books. pp. 103–106.

Timmins G 2014. Buckland: A Village History. Oxfordshire History

(Unknown Author). A Detailed and Intriguing History of Buckland house 

Wilson, John Marius (1870–72). Imperial Gazetteer of England and Wales. 
Edinburgh: A Fullarton & Co.

Wright, Andrew S.N. (1996) [1966]. The History of Buckland in the County of 
Berkshire. Oxford: Holywell Press.



46

St Mary’s the Virgin
Buckland

Heritage Report
www.worlledgeassociates.com July 2016

Appendix 1: Historical Summary

By Charter, King Eadwig granted Buckland to Duke Aelfreah who gave it to Abingdon 
Abbey.

900

In 1086, at the time of the Domesday Survey a Saxon church built of wood ‘on the 
Manor of Buckland’ is recorded. At the time the demesne was held by the Bishop of 
Exeter before it was taken out of the Hundred Court.

1000

In 1086, at the time of the Domesday Survey a Saxon church built of wood ‘on the 
Manor of Buckland’ is recorded. At the time the demesne was held by the Bishop of 
Exeter before it was taken out of the Hundred Court.

1100

The 13th saw extensive work carried out on the church. At this time:
Tower was built; the transept rebuilt and the chancel and west window were inserted13

1200

This was a relatively ‘quite period’ in building activity the only new addition to the 
building being the font.

1300

Thomas Chaucer, son of Geoffrey Chaucer acquired the Manor of Ewelme. His wife was 
to later buy Buckland. During this period the big south window was added in nave.

1400

In 1514 Henry VII granted Buckland to Charles Brandon whom he created Duke of 
Suffolk. In 1544 John Yate bought the Manor of Buckland from Henry VIII. A staunch 
Catholic, Yate refused to fall in line with the king’s new church. At around this time the 
battlements (nave walls) were built. The Yates used the North Transept as their family 
chapel. At around 1560 William Holcote of Barcote Manor had a memorial erected in 
the South Transept.

1500

Three bells were introduced c 1636. At around 1658 Mary Yate married Sir Robert 
Throckmorton, bringing the Manor to the Throckmorton family. The Throckmortons took 
over the North Transept as their family chapel.

1600

The exterior of the building acquired a new roughcast render. Another bell also arrived. 
In 1784 repairs were undertaken on the South Transept and its floor in order to make 
use of the vestry.

1700

Extensive renovations were carried out in the latter decades of the 19th century 
to the: 
Tower piers
Organ
Vestry
South transept mosaic and seating

1800

In 1901 William Niven was protesting the destruction of the old flooring in the 
Nave.  The original stones, many of which were numbered to mark a resting 
place, were replaced with modern slabs. Other changes in the 20th century 
included new glass on the east window and the introduction of a new altar and 
reredos around 1926. The old altar was moved to the North Transept. 
Glass of east window.

1900


